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Kayla Meason Signs With The 
University Of Tulsa

Kayla Meason, a senior at Walters, signed her Letter of Intent to run Cross Country and 
Track at The University of Tulsa on Wednesday, November 13. Kayla is pictured with 
her parents, Clint and Jennifer Meason and Coaches Nease and Ricketts. Congratulations 
Kayla!

Blue Devils End The Season 
With 9-2 Record
Photos By Todd Campain

The Blue Devils finished the season 9-2 Friday, November 15. The boys gave it their 
all on the field but lost to Cashion 42-14 in the first round of playoffs. These young men 
showed a lot of heart, and determination this season, and it showed on and off the field. 
Great job on an amazing season Blue Devils and Coaches!

Press Release
The Board of Education of Red River Technology Center 

School District hereby announces that statutory qualified 
individuals interested in running as a candidate for the #5 
seat on the Red River Technology Center School District 
Board of Education may file to run as a candidate for this 
seat at the Stephens County Election Board between the 
hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on Monday, December 2, 2024 
through Wednesday, December 4, 2024.

Big Pasture 
Elementary South-
ern 8 Conference 
Tournament Cham-
pions!

Big Pasture 
Homecoming King 
& Queen

Congratulations to Big Pasture’s Homecoming King, 
Lane Tinsley and Homecoming Queen, Kaydi Skinner.

The Dahlia Garden Club is happy to announce the annual Christmas Home Tour in
Walters will be revived after five years and will be on Sunday December 8, beginning 

at 1:30 p.m. Starting point is The Walters Train Depot, 204 West Nevada. You must start 
there, turn in your ticket, get a pass allowing you to enter the homes on tour, get a home-
made cookie and a cup of hot cider to begin the journey. We have five, (5) local homes all 
beautifully decorated for Christmas, plus the Cotton County Courthouse and an opportu-
nity to win a door prize.

Tickets are $10 each before the Tour or $12 the day of the Home Tour. You may purchase 
tickets at Cotton Bloom Florist; D’s Tease & Taper, 130 North Broadway, CT Legacy In-
surance, 105 N. Broadway and The Beauty Lounge, 202 West Missouri in Walters.

All Dahlia Garden Club members have tickets or call MaryAnn Holman
580 875 3720.

Christmas Home Tour On 
Sunday Afternoon

Walters Public School is uniquely fortunate among 
schools in Oklahoma. Upon learning about the All School 
Reunion planned for Saturday, November 16, Dr. Bobby 
Palmer contacted retired WHS art teacher Beca Potter and 
expressed interest in creating a mural on campus. Dr. Palm-
er has strong ties to WPS, he is a Class of ‘69 graduate, 
taught high school art in 1973-75, and is noted for starting 
the HS Art program that is in strong standing at WHS.

He arrived on Friday to begin preparations, collaborat-
ing with Mrs. Potter and her husband, Richard. They were 
joined by Jimmie Dedmon, WPS Superintendent and Kayla 
Kohout, a local artist and owner of KAYKO Art. Kayla 
stated, “I’ve always admired Dr. Palmer’s work, and when I 
saw him painting, I wanted to introduce myself and connect 
with his team. As the owner of Kayko Art and a muralist, I 
believe art brings people together in ways words can't. It’s 
not just the painting, but the shared stories and perspectives 
that make it meaningful. I'm grateful to have had the chance 
to be part of this project and witness how art unites us all.”

After completing the initial preparations, Dr. Palmer and 
Mrs. Potter returned on Friday night to outline the mural of 
the flag using an opaque projector.

Saturday morning commenced the meticulous task of 
painting the flag. Dr. Palmer was assisted by Clint Thur-
man, Richard Potter, Derek Best, Kayla Kohout, Ms. Co-
mas, WHS Art teacher and the WHS Art Club members 
including: Cheyenne Parkinson, Lilli Haider, Alexus Roa, 
Jaedyn Turner, Madison McClung, Brina McClung, Kojji 
Rennick, Ace Boucher, Joie Smith, Kris Riley, and Jacy 
Lee. The great flag was finished Saturday afternoon and can 
be seen on the West end of the elementary gym that faces 
Broadway Street.   Mr. Dedmon expressed his gratitude 
upon completion of the mural by saying, "I would like to 
thank Dr. Palmer and the numerous volunteers that helped 
bring this project to life as a part of our alumni weekend.  
The beautiful flag will serve as a symbol of pride for our 
district and community for years to come." 

Additional photos can be seen on the school website: 
www.blued.org or the school Facebook page.

New Mural At 
Walters Elementary
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NUTRITION CENTER MENU
Milk served daily.  Margarine available daily.

Menu subject to change due to Product availability

Call For Reservations or questions:
 (580) 875-9044

November 25th- November 29th, 2024

		  Monday, November 25:
Chicken Tenders, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Green Beans, 

Bread or Roll, Rosy Applesauce
		  Tuesday, Novenber 26:

 Loaded Baked Potato w/ Meat & cheese, Sour Cream, 
Veg. Soup, Pears, Bread or Roll, Cookies
		  Wednesday, November 27:

Turkey Tetrazini, Broccoli, Harvard Beets, Garlic Bread, 
Gelatin
    	 Thursday, November 21:

Chili w/Beans, Coleslaw, Peaches, Crackers or Cornbread, 
Iced Cinnamon Roll
		  Friday, November 29:

Chicken & Dumplings, Peas, Carrots, Bread or Biscuit, 
Chocolate Sheet Cake

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Published in The Walters Herald  

November 14, 2024 and November 21, 2024)

REQUEST FOR BIDS

Notice is hereby given that the City of Walters/Walters Public Works Au-
thority (Owner) will receive sealed bids in the office of the Walters City 
Clerk, 129 East Colorado Street/P.O. Box 485, Walters, Oklahoma  73572, 
until 1:30 P.M. Local Time, on the 12th day of December 2024 for:

WATER TREATMENT PLANT IMPROVEMENTS
PHASE TWO

The project consists of construction of a metal chemical storage building, 
replacement of water treatment motor control center (MCC) equipment, 
replacement of clarifier weir and other water treatment plant equipment 
and facilities at the Walters Water Treatment Plant (WTP).  The physical 
location of the WTP is 0.7 miles north of State Highway 5 on County Road 
N2610.

This project is being supported, in whole or in part, by federal award num-
ber FA-011904 awarded to the City of Walters by the US. Department of 
Treasury.  As such, the project must comply with certain Federal regu-
lations.  These requirements include Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 
(DBE) requirements, Buy American requirements, System for Award 
Management (SAM) registration by the successful bidder and compliance 
with other Federal regulations.  A complete list of these regulations and the 
required forms are included in the Bidding Documents,

Bids shall be made in accordance with this Request for Bids and the Bid-
ding Documents,

Sealed proposals shall be addressed to the Walters City Clerk, 129 East 
Colorado Street/P.O. Box 485, Walters, Oklahoma 73572, and shall be la-
beled “REQUEST FOR BIDS,  DO NOT OPEN” and “Walters WTP Im-
provements, Phase Two”.  Proposals shall be submitted no later than 1:30 
p.m., local time on December 12, 2024.  It is the sole responsibility of the 
bidder to ensure that their proposal is actually in the city Hall of the City 
of Walters prior to the expiration of the time and date stated above.  Bids 
will be opened in the Walters City Council Chambers in City Hall, 129 East 
Colorado Street, Walters, Oklahoma 73572

The issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is the City Manager’s Of-
fice.  Technical questions should be sent to R. Scott Vaughn, P.E. via e-mail 
at rscottv11@gmail.com or by calling 580-467-8130.  Bidding Documents 
also may be examined at:  City Clerk’s Office.

A mandatory pre-bid conference will be held at 10:00 a.m. local time on 
December 3, 2024 at the City of Walters City Council Chambers, 129 East 
Colorado Street, Walters, Oklahoma  73572.  Bids submitted by firms not 
represented at the pre-bid conference will not be considered

Upon consideration of the proposals, the Owner reserves the right to ac-
cept or reject any and all bid proposals to waive technicalities and to make 
any investigation deemed necessary concerning the bidder’s ability to pro-
vide the services covered by the specifications, and to accept what in their 
judgment is the most advantageous proposal.

Due to the type of project this ism the contractor will not be able to use tax 
exempt purchases on this project proposal.

CERTIFICATION
 
I certify that the above “Request for Bids” was posted at City Hall, City of 
Walters, Oklahoma, on the 14th day of November, 2024 

(SEAL)

/s/      Sheri Davis         
Walters City Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Published in The Walters Herald  

November 14, 2024 and November 21, 2024)

The City of Walters is accepting sealed bids for a 1986 F350 Fire Truck, 
1976 Tank Trailer and a 1973 Ford Fire Truck.

Sealed bids will be accepted by the City of Walters located at 129 East 
Colorado, Walters, OK until November 25, 2024 at 2pm, at which time 
and place bids will be opened and read aloud.  Any bid received after the 
above deadline shall be considered late, and not be opened or considered,

NO EMAILED BIDS ALLOWED.

The City of Walters reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to 
accept the bid which is in the best interest of the City.

If you would like to view or have questions about either piece of equip-
ment, please contact City Hall at 580-875-3337.

All sealed bids must be in a sealed envelope and include the following;
	 1.  Your name and phone number
	 2.  Bid amount
	 3.  Equipment-1986 F350 Fire Truck, 1973 Ford Fire Truck, or 1976 	
	     Tank Trailer

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Published in The Walters Herald  

November 14, 2024 and November 21, 2024)

RESOLUTION 894
NOTICE OF ELECTION

CITY OF WALTERS

	 Section 1.  BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Walters, 
Oklahoma, for the purpose of electing a Council Member for Ward 2 and 
a council member for Ward 4 of the said City in accordance with the City 
Charter, state and federal laws and regulations, that;
		  A.     A primary election, if needed, shall be held on the 11th 	
		           day of February, 2025.
		  B.     A general election, if needed, shall be held on the 1st day 	
		          of April, 2025.
	 Section 2.  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following Council 	
		       Members shall be elected for the following terms of office:

		  One Council Member Ward 2 and One Council Member Ward 	
		  4 will be elected by the qualified electors of the City of Walters,	
		  Oklahoma, in said Ward, respectively, for a term of three years, 	
		  non-partisan and,
	 Section 3.  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that each candidate for the 	
offices of Council Member Ward 2 and Council Member Ward 4 of the City 
of Walters, Oklahoma, shall be a qualified elector of the City of Walters, 
Oklahoma, and of said Ward, respectively, and shall be at least 25 years of 
age, a freeholder, and shall be a resident of the City of Walters, Oklahoma.
	 Section 4.  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that each candidate for the of-
fices Council Member Ward 2 and Council Member Ward 4 must file dur-
ing the prescribed filing period, with the secretary of the Cotton County 
Election Board, a sworn statement of his or her candidacy.
	 Section 5.  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the filing period for the 
above offices shall be on December 2, 2024 through December 4 2024, from 
8:00 o’clock a.m. to 5:00 o’clock p.m. each of said days.
	 Section 6.  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the contest period for the 
filing period provided for in Section 5 above shall be until December 6, at 
5:00 p.m.
	 ADOPTED this 5th day of November 2024.

				             /s/          Jonathan Morgan          
				             Jonathan Morgan, Mayor

/s/  Sheri Davis                  
Sheri David, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY:
/s/    Jack Mackey              
City Attorney
Date:  11-5-2024

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Published in The Walters Herald  

November 14, 2024)

ORDINANCE NO. 588

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR A NEW FEE FOR A PRINTER 
SERVICE PROVIDED BY THE CITY AND THE PUBLIC LIBRARY OF 
WALTERS, OKLAHOMA; AND DECLARING A EMERGENCY

WHEREAS the City Council of the City of Walters, Oklahoma, acting with 
in the scope of its legislative authority, deems it necessary and in the best 
interests of the City of Walters, Oklahoma, and the citizens thereof, to es-
tablish a fee to be charged by the Public Library of the City of Walters, 
Oklahoma, for utilizing equipment owned or operated by said Public Li-
brary to copy, print, generate, or otherwise produce poster-size pages;

BE IT THEREFORE ORDAINED by the City Council of Walters, Okla-
homa, as follows:

SECTION 1. 	 FEE ESTABLISHED.

The Fee for utilizing equipment owned or operated by the Public Library 
of Walters, Oklahoma, to copy, print, generate or otherwise produce post-
er-size pages shall be SEVEN AND 00/100 DOLLARS ($7.00) per page.

SECTION 2.	 EFFECTIVE DATE; EMERGENCY

It being immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace 
and the health and safety of the residents of the City of Walters, Okla-
homa, an emergency is hereby declared to exist and be reason thereof, this 
Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage and approval, 
and publication as provided by law.

ADOPTED and APPROVED by the Council of the City of Walters, Okla-
homa, this November 5, 2024.

				             /s/     Jonathan Morgan                 
				             JONATHAN MORGAN, MAYOR

ATTEST:

/s/          Sheri Davis                          
SHERI DAVIS, CITY CLERK

APPROVED as to form and legality this November 5, 2024.

/s/         Jack Mackey                           
JACK MACKEY, CITY ATTORNEY

Published in The Walters Herald on November 14, 2024.

Looking Back
By Linda Norman Garrison

The Walters Herald
Nov. 30, 1939

  Vernon Davis, Walters businessman, was elected president 
of the chamber of commerce for 1940 Tuesday...Mr. and Mrs. 
W. D. Day, pioneers of the Valley View community, celebrated 
their golden wedding anniversary last Sunday with a dinner 
for family and friends at their home... Marriage licenses were 
issued to: M. Eugene Burton, 23, Temple, and Miss Clytee 
Dikes, 19, Hastings; and Robert E. Cox, 31, of Oklahoma City, 
and Miss Rita L. Gower, 30, Temple...Lieut. Nolen D. Baker, 
former Walters boy, was graduated from the United States 
army air school at San Antonio, Tex., this week. Lieutenant 
Baker attended Walters high school and Cameron college 
before entering the air service at Randolph Field.

The Walters Herald
Nov. 26, 1964

  Donald M. Hill, new manager for Walters Lumber 
Company, began his duties here this week, filling the vacancy 
caused by the death of Elmo Avery. Hill is originally from 
Hennessey, and came to Walters from Kingfisher. He has 
been with the company for 11 years. His wife, LaGay, and two 
children, Donald Joe and Yvonne Marie, will move here at the 
end of the school semester...Marriage licenses were issued to: 
Leslie Douglas Franklin, 22, and Nancy J. Swinford, 21, both 
of Walters: and Herbert G. Williams, Jr., 23, of Lawton, and 
Donna Earlene Lewallen, 22, of Walters.

The Walters Herald
Nov. 22, 1984

  Clark and Lynn Brown are the proud parents of a 
daughter, Leah Ashley, born Saturday, November 17. 
Maternal grandparent is DeVoda Davis, of Moore. Paternal 
grandparents are Paul and Vilma Brown, of Walters...Randlett 
Baptist church was the scene of the marriage of Miss KaLynne 
Tiberghien and Jeffrey Glenn Powell when they exchanged 
wedding vows on Saturday, November 17. The bride is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Tiberghien, of Wichita Falls. The 
groom is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Glenn I. Powell, of Devol...A 
candlelight ceremony on Saurday, November 17 united Miss 
Beverly Ann Varner and Terry Lee Taylor at the First United 
Methodist church of Walters. Parents of the couple are Mr. 
and Mrs. Gail Varner, and Mrs. Sue Taylor, all of Walters.

The Temple Tribune
Mar. 9, 1961

    Mary Graham and Judy Dilks, both forwards on the 
Temple girls basketball team, were chosen by all coaches in 
the 7C conference to be among the top 14 players for 1961 
season...Millie’s Beauty Shop, formerly located on Main street 
in Temple, has moved to Commercial street. The new location 
is first building north of the Temple Industries, Inc. Wooten 
and wife “Millie” own and operate the shop...A daughter, Kim 
Elaine, was born to Mr. and Mrs. Billy Don Mullins, of Lawton, 
on March 2. Maternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Luther 
Dixon, of Lawton. Paternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. 
Theodore Mullins, of Temple...Isabell’s Beauty Shop will open 
for business Friday, March 12, at 412 1/2 West Texas street.

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Published in The Walters Herald  

November 21, 2024)

The Board of Education of Red River Technology Center School District 
hereby provides legal notice that the school board election filing period for 
candidates will open on Monday, December 2, 2024, at 8:00 a.m. and will 
end on Wednesday, December 4, 2024 at 5 p.m.

Board Member Position on Ballot:

The voters shall elect a board member for board position No. 5, which 
has a 5 year term of office. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Published in The Walters Herald  

November 21, 2024 and November 28, 2024)

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS 
AND CONTRACT FOR EMS AMBULANCE SERVICE PROVIDER 

FOR COTTON COUNTY, OKLAHOMA

This is a request for statements of qualifications and contract to provide an 
EMS Ambulance Service for Cotton County, Oklahoma.

Qualified parties are invited to submit qualifications and contract to be re-
ceived no later than 4:00 p.m. December 6, 2024, to the Cotton County 
Emergency Medical Service District Board, c/o the Cotton County Clerk’s 
Office, 301 North Broadway, Walters, Oklahoma 73572.  Statement of 
Qualifications and Contract received after the bid opening time shall not 
be accepted.

Please contact Pete Tulloh with the Cotton County Ambulance Service 
Board to receive the bid request.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Pete Tulloh with the Cotton County Emergency Medical Service District 
Board at 580-591-3931.  The Cotton County Emergency Medical Service 
District Board as Owner, retains the right to waive informalities, terminate 
the selection process, reject all statements of qualifications, or accept or re-
ject any portion thereof.

Dated this 21st day of November, 2024.

2024
                  Once again Walters Bank & Trust 
           Company is honored to assist the
           Department of Human Services
           with the Angel Tree.

The Angel Tree gives you the opportunity to make a difference in the 
life of a child right here in our community.  Pick up an “Angel” from

our tree, so all children may experience the magic of Christmas.

Angels are available on now to be picked up.  The deadline to pick 
up and “Angel” is Friday, December 6th. Gifts need to be returned to 
Walters Bank and Trust Company by Monday, December 9th, no later 
than 2:00 p.m..  Together we can bring joy to hundreds of children this 

      holiday season.

     Walters Bank & Trust Thanksgiving Hours
      Wednesday, November 27, Close at Noon
               Thursday, November 28, Closed All Day
         Friday, November 29, Close at Noon

Walters Bank & Trust Company
Investing in the future, Investing in you

580-875-3396

WALTERS BANK & TRUSTWALTERS BANK & TRUST

The Temple Cemetery Association 
will be holding a meeting 

Wednesday, December 4, 2024 
at 12:00 noon 

at the First State Bank in Temple.  

We appreciate everyone that supports the 
Cemetery Association and invite you to 
attend our meeting.  

Anyone wishing to donate to the cemetery 
may do so by mailing donations to the 

Temple Cemetery Association, 
PO Box 473, 

Temple, OK  73568.

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Published in The Walters Herald 

November 14, 2024 & November 21, 2024)

COTTON COUNTY IS SOLICITING YEARLY BIDS 
FOR ELECTION BALLOTS

Bid Closing:  December 3, 2024 at 9:00 a.m.

AFFIDAVIT OF NON-COLLUSION IS REQUIRED
For More Information, Contact:
The Election Board Secretary at

(580) 875-3403

A Quick 
Bite

Miki  Sudo  and  he r 
husband, Nicholas Wehry, 
are known as The Hungry 
Couple in their hometown of 
Tampa, FL. The Association 
of Mature American Citizens 
[AMAC] explains that they 
earned their moniker not 
because they eat a lot, but 
because they eat so fast -- 
fast enough to get in the 
Guinness Book of World 
Records.  Between them they 
recently downed 18 hot dogs 
for Guinness records -- she 
scoffed down six frankfurters 
in one minute and he gulped 
12 wieners in three minutes. 
Oh yeah, Miki also holds 
the record for eating a whole 
burrito in 31.47 seconds.
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Ask Rusty -- Older Veteran Asks about 
Special Social Security Credit for Mili-
tary Service

Dear Rusty: I served in the U S Army from January 1958 
to Feb 1961. What increase should I receive for those years 
and who do I call and at what phone number? Signed: Proud 
Veteran 

Dear Proud Veteran: First, thank you for your military 
service! I expect you are referring to the “special extra credits 
for military service” which are available to some who served 
in in the US Military in earlier years. It is important to note 
that these “extra credits” take the form of an adjustment 
to your military pay record while serving and are not an 
incremental amount added to your monthly Social Security 
benefit because you served.  

Military pay has been subject to deductions for Social 
Security since 1957. Thus, while serving between 1958 and 
1961 you paid SS tax on your military earnings. But, for 
purposes of determining your Social Security benefit, your 
military earnings record would be increased by $300 for each 
quarter you served on active duty, up to a maximum of $1,200 
increase per year of service. That means for 1958 - 1960, 
when calculating your SS benefit, $1,200 would be added 
to your military earnings record for each year you served. 
FYI, for those who served after 1967, this adjustment was 
automatically made by Social Security. But for service years 
prior to 1967 (as in your case) you would need to inform 
Social Security of your service when you claimed SS and 
provide a copy of your military form DD-214 (your discharge 
papers). SS would then make the appropriate adjustment to 
your military earnings record prior to calculating your benefit 
amount. And, for clarity, additional credits for military service 
are not available to those who served after 2001. 

A key point to understand is that this adjustment to your 
military pay may – or may not – affect the amount of your 
Social Security benefit. Social Security determines your 
benefit amount based on your highest earning 35 years over 
your entire lifetime (adjusted for inflation). If, after you 
served in the military, you had at least 35 years of civilian 
employment where you earned more than your military pay, 
it is probable that your military pay is not included when 
calculating your Social Security benefit. If that is the case, it is 
likely that the “special extra credits for military service” would 
have no effect on your Social Security payment. If, however, 
your military pay (including those special extra credits) for 
any year is more than you earned in civilian life, then you can 
contact Social Security (1.800.772.1213), provide them with 
a copy of your DD-214, and ask that they recalculate your 
Social Security benefit to include the extra credits for your 
years of military service.  

Again, thank you for your service to our country, and 
please do not hesitate to contact us again if you have any 
further questions. FYI, you may also find the “For Veterans” 
section of our AMAC Foundation website interesting (www.
amacfoundation.org)  

This article is intended for information purposes only and 
does not represent legal or financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the National Social Security 
Association (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other governmental entity. 
To submit a question, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org.

About AMAC 
The 2.4 million member Association of Mature American 

Citizens [AMAC] www.amac.us is a vibrant, vital senior 
advocacy organization that takes its marching orders from 
its members. AMAC Action is a non-profit, non-partisan 
organization representing the membership in our nation’s 
capital and in local Congressional Districts throughout the 
country. And the AMAC Foundation (www.AmacFoundation.
org) is the Association’s non-profit organization, dedicated to 
supporting and educating America’s Seniors. Together, we act 
and speak on the Association members’ behalf, protecting 
their interests and offering a practical insight on how to best 
solve the problems they face today. Live long and make a 
difference by joining us today at www.amac.us/join-amac.

FOR THE CHILDREN 
by Joe Dorman, OICA CEO 

Lawmakers Take Office, OICA Begins Developing 
Children’s Legislative Agenda

OKLAHOMA CITY – On Wednesday, November 20, the 
new class of Oklahoma lawmakers will take office.

In total, 31 new Oklahoma lawmakers – 17 in the House 
and 14 in the Senate – will join 117 veteran lawmakers for 
the first session of the 60th Oklahoma Legislature. There is 
one remaining seat to be filled in the state Senate for District 
8, formerly held by Sen. Roger Thompson. That Special 
Primary Election will be held March 4, 2025, and if necessary, 
the Runoff Primary will be on Tuesday, April 1. The Special 
General Election will be May 13, 2025.

The House Republican Caucus has 81 of the 101 
members in the House of Representatives. In the Senate, the 
GOP controls 39 of the 48 seats, with expectation that the 
Thompson seat will remain in Republican hands. There are 
20 Democrats in the House and eight in the Senate.

While I am looking forward to working with many of 
the newly elected officials who will serve during the next 
two years, I also want to thank those leaving state service. 
Personally, many of these individuals have been great allies 
as we work for better policies to benefit Oklahoma’s youth. 
While we might not have seen eye to eye every single time, I 
knew that each was doing what they felt was best.

Civility appears to be a dying sentiment at all levels of 
government. In the past, most elected officials could agree to 
disagree on issues and still find common ground on policies 
which had a little from each side’s position included. Now, it 
feels like an official is demonized if they dare seek a solution 
that is not ideologically pure.

Even friendships across party lines seem to be out of 
fashion, which is really disappointing. When I served in the 
House of Representatives, I was proud to have friendships 
with lawmakers from both parties – friendships that endure 
to this day. The reason these have lasted is because we cared 

about the future of Oklahoma, even if we disagreed on how 
to get there.

The Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy (OICA) works 
to improve the lives of children, seeking out policymakers 
who will sit down and discuss the variety of issues impacting 
children. Developing the Children’s Legislative Agenda begins 
with our annual Fall Forum policy conference being held this 
week. We will discuss different ideas presented by advocates 
for legislative or agency solutions. The issue areas we will 
discuss, among others, at Fall Forum are:

1)            Support Programs and Services for Foster Families 
and Biological Parents/Guardians,

2)            Accessibility to Health-Related Services and 
Programs,

3)            Learning Loss and Educational Opportunities 
for Children, and

4)            Childcare and Family Leave Programs.
Once done, our team will seek out authors of legislation 

for those concepts. The bill drafting request deadline is Friday, 
December 6; that’s when lawmakers must submit ideas to 
the legislative staff for bills. Staff then will begin the arduous 
process of drafting these ideas into a bill format for where it 
will best fit into the Oklahoma Statutes.

There will roughly be one month for the staff to complete 
bill drafting; to put into perspective what a heavy lift this is, 
in 2023, lawmakers filed more than 3,000 bills. I expect that 
we will see similar numbers this year. State senators can file as 
many bills as they want, while state representatives are capped 
at eight bills each. Of course, members of House leadership 
are allowed more.

If you or an organization you work with is considering 
a state law change, now is the time to reach out to your 
lawmakers, or those who work in support of the area which 
is of interest.

 About OICA: The Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy 
was established in 1983 by a group of citizens seeking to create 
a strong advocacy network that would provide a voice for the 
needs of children and youth in Oklahoma, particularly those 
in the state’s care and those growing up amid poverty, violence, 
abuse and neglect, disparities, or other situations that put their 
lives and future at risk. Our mission statement: “Creating 
awareness, taking action and changing policy to improve the 
health, safety, and well-being of Oklahoma’s children.”

EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1, 2024
THE 

CITY OF WALTERS WILL CHANGE 
OFFICES HOURS BACK TO 

8AM TO 5PM 
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 

AND 
8AM TO NOON ON FRIDAY.

Fuzzy Face Kids
Facial hair is all the rage in Casper, WY, according to the 

Association of Mature American Citizens [AMAC]. Just ask 
the judges at the Guinness Book of World Records, who say 
the citizens of that town broke the record for the longest 
beard chain. As the Casper Star Tribune described it, “To 
participate, competitors needed to sport a beard at least 8 
inches in length. They stood side-by-side, one lengthy beard 
attached to the next until the chain stretched through the 
room. Once they were all clipped together, someone took a 
tape measure to determine the length of this cable of historic 
facial hair: 150 feet.”

The Dahlia Garden Club
Christmas Home Tour

December 8th, 2024
Time:  1:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.

Tour Meeting Location:
The Depot

220 West Nevada Street

Tickets in Advance:
$10.00

Tickets Day of Tour
$12.00

Tickets available at the following locations:
Cotton Bloom Florist
CT Legacy Insurance
The Beauty Lounge
D’s Tease ‘N Taper

Dahlia Garden Club Members
The Dahlia Garden Club is excited to be able 

to offer the Christmas Home Tour after a five 
year absence:  therefore, please support this local 
organization that is motivated to be involved in 

their community.



Thursday, November 21:
WES G&T (Great Plains Museum in Lawton)
9:55-11:00 - WES 3rd Grade Rehersal- Aud.
4:30 - 7th Grade Basketball vs. Central High
6:00 - FFA Pie & Cake Auction @ Cotton County Expo
6:30 - JH Basketball vs Central High
Friday, November 22:
9:55- 11:00 - WES 3rd Grade Rehersal - Aud.
Saturday, November 23:
HS Cross Country - Girls - Nike Regionals
Sunday, November 24: 
Varsity Choir - Community Thanksgiving Service
Monday, November 25:
WPS No School - Thanksgiving Break
Tuesday, November 26: 
HS Girls Basketball @ Lindsay ( vs. Mt. Still Mary, Tecumseh, Dibble)
WPS No School - Thanksgiving Break
Wednesday, November 27:
WPS No School - Thanksgiving Break
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Cotton County School News
Walters Activity Calander

Congratulations Gaius Bussinger, 8th grader, for his 1st place prize winning essay,  "May 
the Forest Be With You Always," in the Area 4 Oklahoma Conservation Commission 
(OACD) essay contest! He is headed to the STATE contest!

FFA Members attended the Adventures in Agriculture Conference at the National Cow-
boy Hall of Fame. This conference introduced students to career opportunities in agricul-
ture. It was a great experience and a new opportunity for all.

Some of the Big Pasture seniors traveled to Cameron University to tour the campus and 
meet with  different departments. They enjoyed a full campus tour as well as a meal in the 
Aggie Cafeteria.

WMS Academic Team Place 
2nd At Frederick District Meet

Walters Middle School Academic Team attended the Federick District Meet last week, 
and took home second place. They will be attending the Regionals on December 3. 

Pictured left to right: Taegan Remington, Lezlie Belcher, Kaliyanne Pot, Nate Brown, 
Wayke Maitlin, Corey Remington, and Kaizer Gonzalez.

Temple Middle School Wins 
Consolation Trophy

The Temple Middle School basketball team played at the Whitebead Tournament last 
week, and won the Consolation Trophy. Congratulation!

Temple Elementary Boys 
Basketball Team Wins Runner-
Up In Temple Elementary 
Tournament

Walters FFA At Adventures In 
Agriculture Conference

Big Pasture Students/Teacher 
Of The Month

Big Pasture Seniors Visit 
Cameron University 

Gaius Bussinger Is Headed To 
State!
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History and Religion
Calvary Baptist Church
Pastor Roger Snow

JC Bunkhouse 
Pastor Wes Kinder

Tahlor Cartwright
2610 SW Lee Blvd. Lawton, Ok

McIntyre McIntyre 
InsuranceInsurance

114 S. Commercial Ave.114 S. Commercial Ave.
Temple, OkTemple, Ok

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
225 VIRGINIA AVE. WALTERS
9:45AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:45AM - SUNDAY MORNING
6:00PM - SUNDAY EVENING
7:00PM - WEDNESDAY EVENING

OPEN DOOR CHURCH OF GOD
225 E. ARLINGTON, WALTERS
10:00 AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:00AM - SUNDAY MORNING
6:00PM - SUNDAY EVENING
7:00PM - WEDNESDAY EVENING

~BAPTIST~

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
317 E. VIRGINIA, WALTERS
10:00AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:00AM - SUNDAY MORNING
2:00PM - SUNDAY AFTERNOON
6:30PM - WEDNESDAY YOUTH
7:30PM - WEDNESDAY EVENING

BROWN BAPTIST CHURCH
4 MILES SOUTH OF WALTERS
9:30AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:45AM - SUNDAY MORNING
6:00PM - WEDNESDAY PRAY, BIBLE

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
801 E. INDIANA, WALTERS
9:45AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:00AM - SUNDAY MORNING
6:30PM - WEDNESDAY EVENING

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
8TH & NEVADA, WALTERS
9:45AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:45AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP

UNION VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
COOKIETOWN, ROUTE 2, 
BOX 44, RANDLETT
10:00AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:00AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP
6:30PM - SUNDAY EVENING
6:30PM - WEDNESDAY EVENING

~CATHOLIC~

ST. PATRICK CATHOLIC CHURCH
3RD & OHIO, WALTERS
9:45AM - SUNDAY MASS

~CHURCH OF CHRIST~

CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 S. BROADWAY, WALTERS
10:00AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:50AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP
5:00PM - SUNDAY EVENING
7:00PM - WEDNESDAY EVENING

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
415 N. COMMERCIAL, TEMPLE
9:45AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:30AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP
6:00PM - SUNDAY EVENING
6:30PM - WEDNESDAY EVENING

~NAZARENE~
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
201 E. COLORADO, WALTERS
10:30AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP
6:00PM - SUNDAY EVENING
7:00PM - DISCIPLESHIP CLASS

~NON DENOMINATIONAL~
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
118 E. CALIFORNIA, WALTERS
9:30AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:30AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP

GOD’S HELPING HANDS
318 S. THIRD ST., WALTERS
10:00AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:00AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP
6:00PM - SUNDAY WORSHIP
7:00PM - WEDNESDAY EVENING

HEART OF TRUTH
514 E. CENTRAL, TEMPLE
10:00AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:00AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP
6:00PM - SUNDAY WORSHIP
7:00PM - WEDNESDAY EVENING

~PRESBYTERIAN~
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
3RD & KANSAS, WALTERS
9:00AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP
JANNUARY, MARCH, MAY, JULY, 
SEPTEMBER, & NOVEMBER

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
302 W. TEXAS, TEMPLE
9:00AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP
FEBRUARY, APRIL, JUNE, AUGUST, 
OCTOBER, & DECEMBER

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
2006 W. MISSOURI, WALTERS
9:30AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:45AM - SUNDAY MORNING
6:00PM - SUNDAY EVENING
6:30PM - WEDNESDAY EVENING

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
207 W. MAIN, TEMPLE
9:30AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:45AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP
6:00PM - SUNDAY EVENING
7:00PM - WEDNESDAY PRAYER

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF DEVOL
800 N. WICHITA ST., DEVOL
9:45AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:55AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP
6:00PM - SUNDAY EVENING

NEW SALEM BAPTIST
3 MILES WEST & 3 MILES NORTH OF 
WALTERS
10:00AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:00AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP
6:30PM - SUNDAY EVENING
6:30PM - WEDNESDAY EVENING

RANDLETT BAPTIST CHURCH
RR2, RANDLETT
9:45AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:00AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP
7:00PM - SUNDAY EVENING
7:00PM - WEDNESDAY EVENING

CHURCH OF THE LORD JESUS 
CHRIST
201 S. POPLAR AVE., TEMPLE
9:30AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:00AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP
6:30PM - WEDNESDAY EVENING

~METHODIST~
TEMPLE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
411 W. OREGON ST., TEMPLE
9:15AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:15AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH
RANDLETT
8:45AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:15AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
202 E. OKLAHOMA AVE., WALTERS
9:15AM - PRAYER TIME
9:45AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:50AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP
5:30PM - WEDNESDAY YOUTH

HULEN METHODIST CHURCH
HWY 65 & BASELINE RD,
10:00AM - SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:00AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP
5:00PM - YOUTH FELLOWSHIP

Our sponsors urge you to attend the Church of your choice!
Sponsored by: Hart & Wyatt Funeral Home & Cotton County Drug & Gift

Suduko Solution

CROSSWORD SOLUTION

The Goat
2 Peter 1: 5 & 7 says; “(5) And beside this , giving all 

diligence, add to your faith virtue: and to virtue knowledge; 
(7) And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 
kindness charity.”

In early 2023 two police officers here in Oklahoma re-
ceived a call of someone yelling for help. They responded to 
the call and tracked down the voice that was yelling. When 
they came up on this distressed individual, they found that 
it was not a human at all but a goat. Its cry sounded like 
“Help!” The animal had become separated from its mate, 
and so the officers kindly guided it back to the flock where 
its companion was.

When we listen now days, we can hear cries for help 
coming from many different places. Most people crying out 
need a kind shoulder to lean on, a friend to talk to, or a kind 
word of encouragement, and some help that is giving in a 
kindly manner.

Showing kindness to others is something we as Christians 
simply do. Proverbs 19: 22 says; “(22) The desire of a man 
is his kindness: and a poor man is better than a liar.” And 
Romans 12: 10 says; “(10) Be kindly affectioned one to an-
other with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another.”

Kindness is among the items we call the fruit of the Spirit. 
Praise God today that the kindness of Jesus is available for 
you to duplicate in the power of the Holy Spirit.

On November 18, 1978, Peoples Temple founder Jim 
Jones leads hundreds of his followers in a mass murder-
suicide at their agricultural commune in a remote part of 
the South American nation of Guyana. Many of Jones’ fol-
lowers willingly ingested a poison-laced punch while oth-
ers were forced to do so at gunpoint. The final death toll at 
Jonestown that day was 909; a third of those who perished 
were children.

Jim Jones was a charismatic churchman who established 
the Peoples Temple, a Christian sect, in Indianapolis in the 
1950s. He preached against racism, and his integrated con-
gregation attracted many African Americans. In 1965, he 
moved the group to Northern California, settling in Ukiah 
and after 1971 in San Francisco. In the 1970s, his church 
was accused by the media of financial fraud, physical abuse 
of its members and mistreatment of children. In response to 
the mounting criticism, the increasingly paranoid Jones in-
vited his congregation to move with him to Guyana, where 
he promised they would build a socialist utopia. Three years 
earlier, a small group of his followers had traveled to the 
tiny nation to set up what would become Jonestown on a 
tract of jungle.

Jonestown did not turn out to be the paradise their leader 
had promised. Temple members worked long days in the 
fields and were subjected to harsh punishments if they ques-
tioned Jones’ authority. Their passports were confiscated, 
their letters home censored and members were encouraged 
to inform on one another and forced to attend lengthy, late-
night meetings. Jones, by then in declining mental health 
and addicted to drugs, was convinced the U.S. government 
and others were out to destroy him. He required Temple 
members to participate in mock suicide drills in the middle 
of the night.

In 1978, a group of former Temple members and con-
cerned relatives of current members convinced U.S. Con-
gressman Leo Ryan, a Democrat of California, to travel to 
Jonestown and investigate the settlement. On November 17, 
1978, Ryan arrived in Jonestown with a group of journal-
ists and other observers. At first the visit went well, but the 
next day, as Ryan’s delegation was about to leave, several 
Jonestown residents approached the group and asked them 
for passage out of Guyana. Jones became distressed at the 
defection of his followers, and one of Jones’ lieutenants at-
tacked Ryan with a knife. The congressman escaped from 
the incident unharmed, but Jones then ordered Ryan and his 
companions ambushed and killed at the airstrip as they at-
tempted to leave. The congressman and four others were 
murdered as they boarded their charter planes.

Back in Jonestown, Jones commanded everyone to gather 

Mass Suicide At 
Jonestown
November 18, 1978
By History.com
Editors: Amanda Onion, Missy Sullivan, Matt 
Mullen, & Christian Zapata

Be Thankful
What with Thanksgiving coming up next week, I have 

a Thank God Story: (forgive me if you’ve heard this one 
before, but it’s still funny) A man was lost and walking in 
the desert for about five days…he comes to the home of a 
preacher. Tired and weak, he crawls up to the house and col-
lapses on the doorstep. The preacher takes him in and nurses 
him back to health. Feeling better, the man asks the preacher 
for directions to the nearest town. The preacher tells him 
the directions, and offers to lend him his horse to make it. 
The preacher says, "However, there is a special thing about 
this horse. You have to say ’Thank God’ to make it go and 
’Amen’ to make it stop."

Anxious to get to town, the man says, "Sure, okay" and 
gets on the horse. He says, "Thank God" and shure e’nuff, 
the horse starts walking. A bit later he says louder, "Thank 
God, thank God," and the horse starts trotting. Feeling re-
ally brave, the man says, "Thank God! Thank God! THANK 
GOD!" and the horse is soon up to a full run!

About then he realizes he’s heading for a huge cliff and 
yells "Whoa!" But the horse doesn’t even slow! It’s coming 
up REAL QUICK and he’s doing everything he can to make 
the horse stop. "Whoa, stop, hold on!" Finally he remem-
bers "AMEN!!!"

The horse stops a mere two inches from the cliff’s edge, 
most nearly throwing him over its head. The man, pant-
ing and heart racing, wipes the sweat from his face and 
leans back in the saddle. Gasping for air he says w/ relief, 
"THANK GOD!" (author unknown) 

Psalms 100 (A Psalm for Thanksgiving)
Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth. Serve the LORD 

with gladness; come before Him with joyful singing. Know 
that the LORD Himself is God; it is He who has made us, 
and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of 
His pasture. Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His 
courts with praise. Give thanks to Him, bless His name.  For 
the LORD is good; His lovingkindness is everlasting and 
His faithfulness to all generations. (nasb)

You might be thinking something like, “But what do I 
have to be thankful for?  I’m broke, my wife left me, my 
horse is lame, my pickup threw a rod, and you are asking 
me to think about being thankful?  Really?  I mean really!”

The pilgrims had to face all sorts of adversity and yet they 
had a celebration of thanksgiving as they came together to 
praise God!   

In the Old Testament, Job lost everything, yet he arose 
and tore his robe and shaved his head, and he fell to the 
ground and worshiped. He said, "Naked I came from my 
mother's womb, And naked I shall return there. The LORD 
gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name 
of the LORD." Through all this Job did not sin nor did he 
blame God.  (Job 1:20-22 nasb)

I don’t know about y’all but I think I was probably born 
naked just like Job!  I now have clothes to wear and for that, 
we can all be thankful!  And I have a roof over my head, 
heatin’ and coolin’, and stuff like runnin’ water and light 
bulbs that work without havin’ to peddle a generator!  

God has allowed me to have a very special and wonderful 
wife and partner and two awesome children who are now 
becoming beautiful responsible adults!  And we have seven 
grandkids!

And I am most thankful for my personal relationship with 
my Lord and Savior. He helps me stay on the right trail and 
directs me to bring others to the trail as we travel along 
knowing that one day soon we will arrive at the Father’s 
Headquarters.  What a homecoming that will be!  

Choose Jesus, choose life! And find a Bible believin’ 
church where you “fit in” and know, grow, and follow 
Christ! Tell others!  See y’all at church and keep PRAYIN’ 
for HIS HARVEST!  And y’all please KEEP PRAYIN’ for 
RAIN! It keeps the drought away! Amen

in the main pavilion and commit what he termed a “revolu-
tionary act.” The youngest members of the Peoples Temple 
were the first to die, as parents and nurses used syringes to 
drop a potent mix of cyanide, sedatives and powdered fruit 
juice into children’s throats. Adults then lined up to drink 
the poison-laced concoction while armed guards surrounded 
the pavilion.

When Guyanese officials arrived at the Jonestown com-
pound the next day, they found it carpeted with hundreds of 
bodies. Many people had perished with their arms around 
each other. A few residents managed to escape into the jun-
gle as the suicides took place, while at least several dozen 
more Peoples Temple members, including several of Jones’ 
sons, survived because they were in another part of Guyana 
at the time.


















